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We claim:
1. A method for producing a temporary occlusion at a pre-determined site
comprising:
administering a biodegradable solid-phase agent having collagen as a
platelet binding agent;
allowing the solid-phase agent to induce thrombus formation; and
allowing the solid-phase agent to degrade.
2. A method for producing a permanent occlusion at a pre-determined site
comprising:

administering a biodegradable solid-phase agent having collagen as a
platelet binding agent;

allowing the solid-phase agent to induce thrombus formation;

allowing the solid-phase agent to degrade; and

allowing the thrombus to be replaced by connective tissue.

3. A method of treating a disease or condition comprising:

administering a biodegradable solid-phase agent having collagen as a
platelet binding agent;

allowing the solid-phase agent to induce thrombus formation;

allowing the solid-phase agent to degrade; and

administering the solid-phase agent at least one more time.

4. A method for treating a disease or condition comprising administering to a
mammal a biodegradable solid-phase agent comprising poly(lactic-co-glycolic
acid) (PLGA) coated with collagen, and subsequently inducing a thrombus in vivo
comprising:

capturing platelets by binding the platelets to the collagen immobilized on
the solid-phase agent;

inducing activation of the platelets;

allowing a thrombus to form; and

allowing the solid-phase agent to degrade.

5. The method of claims 1-3 wherein the solid-phase agent comprises PLGA.
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11.

12.

13.
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The method of claims 1-3 wherein administering comprises positioning the solid
phase agent within the vascular system of a mammal.

The method of claims 1-4 wherein the collagen is selected from the group
consisting of bovine, human, and ovine.

The method of claims 1-7 wherein the solid-phase agent is particulate and of a
uniform size.

The method of claims 1-7 wherein the solid-phase agent is particulate and of a
uniform shape.

The method of claims 1-7 wherein the solid-phase agent is of a uniform size and
shape.

A composition for inducing thrombus formation in vivo comprising a
biodegradable solid-phase agent having collagen as a platelet binding agent;
wherein said composition is delivered to a target vasculature and the platelet
binding agent binds platelets onto the solid-phase agent, induces platelet
activation, allows a thrombus to form, and then degrades.

The use of a biodegradable solid-phase agent comprising a platelet binding
agent for freating fibroids, whereby blood flow in a vessel containing the fibroids
is temporarily blocked with the biodegradable material, and the vessel becomes
unblocked as the solid-phase agent degrades. -

The use of a biodegradable solid-phase agent comprising a platelet binding
agent for any condition or disease for which there is a beneficial effect for having

a temporary implant, wherein the solid-phase agent degrades.
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